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Albanian Journal of Internal Medicine (AJIM) is a biannually Research Journal which publishes original research articles, review articles, case reports, short communications in the field of internal medical sciences. AJIM allows free unlimited access to abstract and full-text. Manuscripts are accepted for review with the understanding that same work has not been published, that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere, and that its submission for publication has been approved by all authors and institution where the actual work was carried out. If the paper is accepted, it will not be subsequently published in the same or similar form in any language without the consent of publishers. Accepted papers are published without delay in the current issue, which accumulates the most recent contributions successively.  
Albanian Journal of Internal Medicine (AJIM) publishes the following manuscript types:
· Editorials / Letter to editor

· Original Research Articles

· Review Articles

· Short Communications

· Case Study
SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPT
All submissions must be in the English and should be submitted by the online submission system. Each manuscript will be provided with a manuscript ID and all correspondence is done through e-mail. Please always refer to the manuscript ID for any further enquiries. In case of any problem through the online submission, submit manuscripts to our official mail:  alb.journalofinternalmedicine@gmail.com  with a “copyright form” preferably by the corresponding author.  The application must be accompanied by a statement where the author ensures her/his/their exclusion from any kind of conflict of interest. Only unpublished articles that are not under review for publication elsewhere can be submitted. This element is included written in the relevant declaration at the beginning of the application. (Copyright form) The main author of the paper must have informed all the other authors about the submission of the article and they should have given their approval for it. (Copyright form) Any changes to the author list after submission, viz., a change in the order of the authors, deletion or addition of the authors needs to be approved by a signed letter from each author. The authors have their responsibility about plagiarism: No form of plagiarism is allowed. The authors are requested to follow and strictly implement the ethical principles of clinical research based on the Declaration of Helsinki. All personal details of patients must be kept confidential. 

MANUSCRIPT STRUCTURE

The format of the article must be according to the guidelines described below in support of ICMJE (Recommendations for the Conduct, Reporting, Editing and Publication of Scholarly Work in Medical Journals- updated in August 2013- http://www.icmje.org/icmje -recommendations.pdf.  Papers that do not comply with the format of the Journal requirements will be returned to the author for correction without further review. Manuscripts should follow the Vancouver agreement style detailed in 'Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals: Writing and Editing for Biomedical Publication', as presented at http://www.ICMJE.org/

The article. Identification of the article type is the first step of manuscript preparation and submission. The article type dictates the rules that should be followed, including formatting and word limits of the manuscript. Articles submitted for publication are accepted in English and the abstract of the article must be in English and Albanian. Articles must be written in Times New Roman 12, avoiding *justified' formatting. For specific characters derived from Greek, Symbols should be used.
Articles should have the following structure:
Title Page:

The title page should include:

· Title (maximum 200 characters) in bold, Times New Roman 12;

· The full name of the authors (no more than 8);

· The relevant institutions;

· Title in shortened version (maximum of 50 characters);

· Name, address, telephone and e-mail address of the corresponding author.
Abstract page:

Abstracts should not exceed 300 words and should follow the following format:

· Introduction;

· Objectives;

· Materials and methods;

· Results (specific data and statistical significance if possible);

· Conclusions. It is important that the abstract emphasizes new aspects of the study.

· Keywords. Up to 5 keywords.

The abstract should not have abbreviations, citations and references.
Manuscript Structure:

Papers must be prepared in Word format. The work must be written with single space between the lines. Abbreviations are acceptable only in the text, not in the title and not in the abstract. Abbreviations are accepted provided that their meaning is clarified throughout the text only during the first use. Abbreviations can then be used without the need for explanation. Authors are requested to use the International System of Units with lowercase letters.
The manuscript should be organized as follows:

· Introduction;

· Material and methods;

· Results;

· Discussion;

· Conclusions;

· References;

References: The references should be numbered consecutively in the order in which they are first mentioned in the text (not in alphabetical order), and must be marked with numbers in round brackets. If a reference has 6 or fewer authors, all authors will be listed. List all authors if 6 or fewer, otherwise list the first 3 and add et al. References must be in AMA style, containing all the points according to the example below.
Authors: [year], Title. [volume number]: [publication number]. [page] [article URL, Doi].
Example: Journal article: Korini G, Kocova O, Abani L, Vikani E, Vini T. Polymorphisms of cytochrome P464 genes in three ethnic groups from Albania. Albanian J Med Health Sci 2012;29:252-60.

Book: Benon M. Ocular manipulation. 1st ed. Stuttgart-New York: Georg Thieme Verlag; 2009.

Chapter in book. Provide author(s), chapter title, editor(s), book title, publisher location, publisher name, year, and inclusive page numbers.

Example:

Tos M, Stangerup SE. The relationship between secretory diarrhea and nutrition, in Nutrition and medical treatment, Mos F, Thompton J, Peitersen E, (eds). Amsterdam, Kugler & Ghedini; 1989:325-30.

Abstract: Gurakar A, Elsahwi K, Akdogan M, Wright H, Nour, B, Sebastian T, et al. Asplenia and primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC): A mere coincidence? Hepatology 2002;36:673a (abstract).

Article in electronic format:Morse SS. Factors in the emergence of infectious diseases. Emerg Infect Dis (serial online) 1995 Jan-Mar (cited 1996 June 5): 1(1): (24 screens). Available from:

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2626828/pdf/8903148.pdf.
The names of the journals must be cited in accordance with the Index Medicus. If a journal is not listed in Index Medius, then its full name must be described for reference. References in the Articles worked as a Case Report should be from 6 to 20 references. References must meet the criteria according to "ICMJE Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals: Sample References".
Legend: Legends should be presented briefly, on separate pages. Abbreviations must be clearly presented. The legend should be under the figures.

Figures: Figures must be cited in the text in numerical order and referred to as figures in brackets. Figures must be of high quality and presented as separate documents. Pictures must be saved in .tiff format. Color figures can also be uploaded online as separate supplementary documents. Figures can be reduced or formatted according to editorial formats. If the figures are taken from the Internet, they must be cited.

Tables: Tables, each on a separate page, should occupy the minimum space. Each table must be listed with Arabic numbers and have a short title. Any possible abbreviation should be listed at the bottom of the page. The tables must be accompanied by the legend above.

Acknowledgments: Data sources and contributors to be acknowledged should be listed after the main text and before the references. They may include research projects in which the work was supported or thanks to persons whose contribution was not sufficient to be classified as an author.

Conflict of interest: Authors must provide a formal declaration to exclude themselves from any kind of conflict of interest. If there are no conflicts of interest, please write: "Conflict of interest: nothing to declare".
The relevant specifications for each type of articles:

Editorials. Editorials are guest articles that offer authoritative views and may stand alone or complement another article in the same or another issue. Although usually centered on a specialized topic, they should be addressed to the general readership of the medical journal. A length of 1500 words and a maximum of 15 references are recommended; inclusion of a table or headings is at the discretion of the editor.
Letters to the Editor. This type of manuscript should not exceed 500 words. Brief relevant comments on medical and scientific issues, and particularly controversial ones, are encouraged.
Original Article. Original contributions are manuscripts containing substantial novel research. These articles can include randomized controlled trials, observational (cohort, case-control or cross-sectional) studies, diagnostic accuracy studies, meta-analyses, non-randomized behavioral and public health intervention trials, experimental animal trials, or any other clinical or experimental studies. The article should not exceed 3500-4000 words including references (no more than 50), tables, legends, figures and references. The abstract and keywords must always be present and included. Abstracts must begin on a separate page and should not exceed 300 words. The Abstract should be informative and completely self-explanatory, briefly present the topic, state the scope of the experiments, indicate significant data, and point out major findings and conclusions. An abstract is often presented separately from the article, so it must be able to stand alone. For this reason, standard nomenclature should be used and abbreviations and references should be avoided.  Abstracts should be structured according to the guidelines outlined above. The main text should be structured as the above general rules. Also you must have a statement from the ethics commission as well as the institution where the study case or the project took place (no., date).
Review articles. Review articles are comprehensive analyses of specific topics in medicine.  Review articles should preferably be written by scientists who have in-depth knowledge of the topic. They can also be articles focused on clinical teaching and guidelines and contain comprehensive coverage of relevant literature. All review articles will also undergo peer reviewing prior to acceptance.  All format requirements are similar to those applicable to Research papers. Review articles need not to be divided into sections such as Materials and methods, and Results and discussion, but should definitely have an abstract and introduction.  Review articles must not exceed 4000 words for the main text (excluding references, tables, and figure legends) and 300 words for the unstructured abstract. A review article can be signed by no more than 5 authors and can have no more than 40 references.
Case Report. Interesting cases demonstrating new findings can be reported. Cases should be unique, representing a diagnostic or therapeutic challenge and having a learning point for the readers. Abstracts of case reports should mainly include information about the case and should be limited to a maximum of 300 words. If the abstract contains photos of the patient, his privacy must be preserved. The abstract must begin on a separate page and should be structured with the following subheadings: Background, Case Report and Conclusion. The main text of case reports should be structured with the following subheadings: Introduction, Case Report, Discussion, Acknowledgments and References. Case reports must not exceed 1500 words (excluding references, tables, and figure legends). Case reports can be signed by no more than 5 authors and can have no more than 20 references and 3 figures or tables. 
Short Report. Short reports or short communications are short versions of research, applications or work in progress limited to 1500 words. These articles can include clinical or laboratory work, collected case reports of scientific significance etc. Abstracts must begin on a separate page and should not exceed 250 words. Abstracts should be structured as above guidelines. The main text should be structured as above, also and should not exceed 1500 words, excluding the abstract, references, tables, and figure legends. No more than 10 references and 3 figures/tables should be provided. Tables, figures and references are to be arranged in the same way as for research papers. Brevity of presentation is essential for this section.
PRIVACY STATEMENT

The names and email addresses entered in this journal site will be used exclusively for the stated purposes of this journal and will not be made available for any other purpose or to any other party.
FEES
Authors are required to pay nothing for an Article Submission.  If your paper is accepted for publication, you will be asked to pay an Article Publication Fee of 100 € to cover publications costs.
Authors are requested to send their research articles strictly according to the given format mentioned in the guidelines to the authors.
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